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                   G’day Everyone, 

We have had the busiest month yet, starting with a new venue, the Canberra Stitches and Quilts Show which was a 
tremendous success, with all nine participants having a good time, even if the weather was a bit chilly.   Our Charity did 
extremely well with a large amount of bowls being sold and the Camphor shavings were at a premium with us having to 
go and buy more containers to keep up with the demand. 

A week later came the Club’s 25th Anniversary celebration which was a colossal success. Many thanks to the Organising 
Committee, for without their planning which was so well done, it wouldn’t have been half the success it was.   I 
personally would like to say many many thanks to all on the Committee for their hard work.  Also thanks to everyone 
who came and helped set up which meant moving things, cleaning and scrubbing the floor and generally tidying the 
place up. Thanks also to those who helped on the day, on the door, in the kitchen and anywhere any help was needed. 

The Turning Contests proved to be a serious but funny display. Congratulations to all the participants, you did a really 
tremendous job, all those watching on enjoyed it immensely. 

There was a Spit Barbecue for Lunch with plenty of food for everyone: the beef, lamb and salads which accompanied 
them were delicious. Tea and coffee with cake and biscuits were available all day from the kitchen. 

Ernie Newman and Alan Eipper gave a talk on the Club history which was very informative and also most entertaining.    
Alan decided to give an award for the best Dummy Spit, which I cannot understand why it was awarded to me.    

Many thanks to the Judges who did a Great Job in awarding prizes to the members who entered work. 

Most pleasing was the attendance of Members from other Clubs, some as far away as Orange, Newcastle and the 
Central Coast. Thanks everyone for your attendance which helped to make the great day it was. 

We were invited to the Moon Festival at Cabramatta but unfortunately we were unable to find enough people to 
demonstrate owing to the fact that it was the same day as Fathers’ Day. Maybe next year. 

Coming up is our annual pilgrimage to the Newcastle Stitches and Craft Show; let us hope it will be as successful as 
Canberra. 

Keep Turning - Bob Young. 
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President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Paul De Belle and David 

Searle 

Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Ken Vodden 

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:  

Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Fiona Deane 

Librarian: Gary Hansell 

Editor: Ron Fathers 

ron1947@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen 

Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au 

Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine 

Trainers: Graham Dawes and Rod Brown 

Shop Managers:  

Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  

Graham Dawes (JP) 

Welfare Officer: Eddie Catford 

If you have any problems or information 

concerning the club please contact any of 

the above committee members.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 3:30pm     $5 

Friday Nights: 6:30pm – 9pm        $3 

 

Third Saturday of the month: 

9:30am – 3:30pm                           $5 

20
th

 September  

18
th

 October 

15
th

 November 

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984 

 

Ladies Day – Second Saturday of the 

month: 

13
th

 September  

11
th

 October 

8
th

 November  

Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the month: 

From 9:30am (Lunch included)  $6 

21
st

 September – Jack Bulter – thin turned 

simple goblets and Vacuum Chucking 

19
th

 October – Dick Turner – Wood 

properties and identification 

16
th

 November 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Second Tuesday of the month – 7pm 

9
th

 September  

14
th

 October  

11
th

 November 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 

MP, The member for 

Greenway, for her continued 

support which includes the 

printing of this newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items also 

available  

 

Shop Trading Hours 

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

12:45pm – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 

7:30pm 

See Paul Collins and Bob 

Young for more details 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Librarian Report 

Don’t forget to check out our great library as we have many varieties of 

wood magazines, books, DVDs and videos for our members to borrow 

and don’t forget to please return your borrowings in the correct 

numerical order and remember that the lending period is one month. 

 

 

Please could all our members make 
some charity bowls in the coming 
weeks as we are very short of them 
and we need them for all our up-
coming events this month!  

Thankyou, keep turning - editor  

 

mailto:Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Happy Birthday to all our members this month. 

We hope you have a great day with many more 

to come. 

Chris Bennett  Anna Dawes 

Brent Drew  Caroline Franks 

Chris Hardy  Liam Healy 

Ted Payne  Leonie Singh 

Geoffrey Robinson Ken Vodden 

 
Welcome to all our new members this month. 

We hope your stay is both long and rewarding 

Bruce Park  Bradley Turner 

Robert Peterson  Richard Hickey 

Charade Turning 

1. Ted Payne and Robyn Mahoney 

2. Graham Dawes and Ron Devine 

3. Liam Healy and Fiona Deane 

 

 

  

September 

 Newcastle stitches and craft show – Wednesday 10th to Sunday 

14th  

 Wisteria House – Saturday 13th  

 Linnwood House – Sunday 14th  

 Parramatta Spring Festival – Saturday 20th  

 Wisteria House – Sunday 21st  

 Cumberland State Forest – Sunday 28th  

October 

 Bunnings BBQ (Seven Hills) - Saturday 4th  

 Kings Langley Village Fair (Private Sales) - Sunday 19th 

November 

 Trend Timbers Open Days (Demo only) – Friday 14th and Saturday 

15th 

Any members interested in going to these events please put 

your name on the clipboards at the club. 

 

Members Challenge 

1. Eddie Catford 

2. Peter Bland 

3. Ray Smith 

Highly Commended 

Liam Healy 

Rodney Brown 

Lawrence Mifsud 

 

 

 

1st Raffle 

1
st

 prize: Vicmarc Chuck: 

Lindsay Skinner 

2nd prize: Bobbin Sander:  

Ken Vodden 

2nd Raffle 

1st prize: Vicmarc Chuck:  

Peter Bohan 

2nd prize: $200 Trends voucher: 

Jeanette Hitchcock  

Turning In a Bag 

1. Ron Devine and Graham Dawes 

2. Eddie Catford and Ron Fathers 

3. Steve Hitchcock and Alan Phelps 

Welfare Report 

As I have not been advised of very many members who have been sick and for those who have I hope you are feeling a lot 
better and sorry we didn’t contact you while you were unwell. To the members who have ongoing problems maintain you 
medication and convalescing for a speedy recovery. 

We continue to think of the wives and families and wish them a speedy recovery. To all club members stay well and please 
keep me informed if you hear of any members who are ill.       Eddie C 
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MY TAKE ON OUR 25th ANNIVERSARY 

         I have been a member of this great club for five years (just started my sixth). About 3 - 4 
years ago I asked the question - How old is the club? This did not create any discussion and I did 
not get any answer. As time went on I came across an old minutes book, then I was handed the 
booklet the Guild put out on their 20th anniversary. This was the point that it was confirmed to 
me that our 25th anniversary was actually in June or July of 2014. Trying to confirm this date 
with other members was difficult but as the research I did for the anniversary, I am convinced 
this date is right. 

         With this information, I went to the club meeting and suggested we have a celebration on 
or near this date and a budget of $3000.00 was requested.   With little discussion it was 
accepted and I asked Alan Eipper, Anna Dawes, Eddie Catford, last but not least Ron Devine to 
form a committee. They all accepted. This was a great turning point, before it was a thought but 
now it is going to happen, there is no turning back. 

         The committee worked tirelessly to the point, one member had to take a holiday. It was a 
very big job to get the information required to produce the booklet, not only get the 
information, it then had to be laid out in a manner we all liked, also check the grammar, then 
we decided to put two faults in it to see who read it and who didn't. (ha ha ha). Once the 
booklet was ready for the printers, we had to pick ourselves up and organise all the other stuff. 

         As THE day approached, The weather was not so kind, there were changes in the 
attendance list which affected the caterer, but on the day, I believe everyone who came 
enjoyed themselves, most of the time if not all the time. I have named the committee above, 
but on the day, leading up to the day and after the day, so many members were involved, far 
too many to list, a sincere THANK YOU to all. The involvement of members in the competition 
on the day and the member challenge was exceptional. Perhaps this may continue as an annual 
competition the club continues with to celebrate our birthday!!!!! 

         After all the hard work for the event, now the club is back in working order again, with 
approximately only half the budget spent—thanks to our sponsors.  Everyone who attended 
our 25th Anniversary has some sort of a special memory and I hope it is a pleasant one.  THANK 
YOU ALL.             Ken Vodden 

                                                   

 

 



5 
 

     

 I have been asked to write my impressions of the clubs 25th Anniversary party. As others will be 

reporting in detail I’ll concentrate on my own observations. Unfortunately the weather was 

somewhat less than kind which tended to keep the crowd indoors which made things a little cozy. 

     Entering the club members and guests were met by Terry and Jill and were given a name tag and 
our commerative book. After passing through check point charley members and guests a veritable 
Ali Baba’s cave full of wondrous things. 

     The club challenge table contained items that were a revelation. This was an exercise in humility 
for me when I saw the creativity on display. The static display was full of dazzling array of the 
members’ works from turning to furniture; pyrography, carving and scrollsaw work. Graham Dawes 
clock impressed everyone. 

     The guests included a number of turning noteables (too many for this feeble brain to remember), 
there were members of various clubs. I personally met members from Cumberland, Northern 
Beaches and Blue Mountains. 

     The day kicked off with the Mime Challenge. The audience was quite amused, although the 
mimes are probably not going to be approached by N.I.D.A for their acting skills they still managed 
to get the message across. The Challenge was won by Robyn and Ted. 

     This was followed by the usual speeches, Ernie Newman delivered a short history on the 
formation of the club and its history, he then went on to dazzle the audience with a display of his 
own works. 

     Alan Eipper amused the crowd with a list of awards for some of our less than skillful 
achievements. The hole in the roof award had everyone looking in the one direction. 

     There was a break for lunch which was catered by A1 Spit Roasts which was quite delicious. 

     The afternoon session began with a critique (show and tell) hosted by Des Lane and Kaye Paton 
who were quite gentle in their critiques. 

     The show continued with the Challenge of the item in a bag. This surprisingly was won by a team 
made up of the club instructors Ron and Graham. One team who shall remain nameless made 
absolute fools of themselves, to quote Effie “HOW EMBARRASMENT” (sorry Alan). 

     After these frivolities prizes were awarded the selection of Eddie Catford’s Goblet received 
unanomous approval. The Raffles were then drawn and then there were the usual thankyou 
speeches to conclude the day. I believe that all who attended had a wonderful day, I know I did. 

    A special thankyou must go to the lady and gentlemen who slaved all day in the kitchen to keep 
us caffeine addicts satisfied. 

          Steve Hitchcock 
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Turning Challenges 

A little light entertainment was provided on the day by two turning events with a slight difference 
to the usual. For each challenge three lathes were set up for a team of two - an instructor and a 
turner - good sports and brave souls. 

Identical blocks of wood were provided to the teams. In each competition the turners were 
restricted by the tools they could use: roughing and detail gouges, parting tools and skew chisels. 
Scrapers, rulers, pencils and abrasives not permitted. Neither was foreknowledge of the item to be 
turned. The instructors too were bound, though by a rather different set of rules. 

For the Morning Challenge our three teams were: Graham Dawes - turner, Ron Devine - instructor; 
Ted Payne - turner, Robyn Mahoney - instructor; Liam Healy - turner, Fiona Deane - instructor. A 
short time before commencement the instructors were given a very basic drawing to study and 
were advised that all instructions to their turning partners were to be mimed. No speech allowable, 
and no indication of the nature of the finished article was to be conveyed - merely measurements, 
shape and perhaps a suggestion of the tool to be used. 

It is surprising just how fast the 30 minutes of turning time flew with the shavings, and how difficult 
mimed instructions can be - both to give and to be understood! The drawing provided was of a foot 
massager popular back in the 1980's. Of the three, the one made by team Ted & Robyn was a clear 
winner. 

In the afternoon three teams endeavoured to reproduce their item from verbal instructions only. 
The catch, the instructors could only 'see' the item by touch for it was within an opaque bag and no 
peeking allowed. The same limitations regarding tools, time and foreknowledge on the turner’s part 
applied as for the morning's exercise. 

Easier to guess than the morning's item there was none-the-less a marked difference between the 
three margarita glasses produced. It did not help that an 'o' ring had been adhered to the top of the 
stem as a 'bead'. A preconceived image of goblets in mind resulted in turning this as a fillet with 
appropriate transition down to the stem. The captive ring also present was gamely attempted 
(unsurprisingly unsuccessful given tool limitations) by only one of the teams. The winning glass was 
a good shape though incredibly thick rimmed. Another was suitably thin but not yet parted off and 
..., and in the words of the third turner "Boy, did we butcher that piece of wood!"  The winners 
were Ron Devine with Graham Dawes instructing. Their competitors were Eddie Catford turning to 
Ron Fathers' instructions and Steve Hitchcock guided by Alan Phelps. 

General consensus from the participants: "we had a ball", "it was fun, would do it again".  For the 
rest of us, knowing what the end product should be for each of the challenges, the valiant attempts 
of communication and understanding were a spectacle both of interest and enjoyment. 

Though I first heard details regarding this style of challenge several years ago my first experience 
was in 2011 when the Blue Mountains Woodturning group introduced them as a feature of that 
year's Club Challenge Day. A success then and a success at our 25th Anniversary thanks to everyone 
concerned.      

Anna Dawes 
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Our Club 

Haven, hive of activity 

A caring, sharing fraternity 

Of Woodturners, Woodworkers, 

Experienced and learners. 

 

Our Club’s 

First meetings were at members places 

We now congregate, smiles on our faces 

At a clubhouse we can call our own 

Kitted out, fitted out, our workshop, our home 

 

Our Club 

Goes strength to strength as we participate, 

Our energy, skills, and material donate; 

In friendships too we continue to grow 

Aiding the community, each other, reaping what we sow. 

  

Our Club 
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Western Sydney Wood Turners 

For a quarter of a century 

A hearty band of men 

Have been turning bits of timber into dust 

And we have lady members 

Who can turn a pretty piece 

And having young folk join us is a must 

 

So many things have happened 

In the last twelve of those years 

Our club has grown in members by the score 

Twenty was the membership 

Or some where there about 

And now we have at least a hundred more 

 

We only had six wood lathes 

And an ancient small bandsaw 

It seemed the club was somehow stuck in time 

But things began to change 

Enthusiasm reigned 

And the club began its meteoric climb 

 

The club works hard for charity 

By selling what we make 

Little wooden bowls that people prize 

And members volunteer for this 

They turn them out a treat 

Small or big they make them any size 
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Demonstrations are our life blood 

Each weekend we go somewhere 

We take our special trailer with the gear 

The trailer is another thing 

We’ve added to the club 

When we did the members raised a cheer 

 

We grew so big we needed room 

So we bought a big container 

And now we have machines for other tasks 

We bought another bandsaw 

A bigger one for sure 

Yes, we got it at a discount, if anybody asks 

 

A work shop makes a lot of dust 

And thanks to a government grant 

We installed an extractor to take it all away 

The shop is much more healthy 

It’s even looking clean 

As you can see we’re going all the way 

 

We also have a B B Q 

A big one for a crowd 

For when we have our special maxi days 

It’s even under cover 

In case the weather’s bad 

Our members are looked after many ways 
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We have gardens 

Round our club house 

A well loved member grew them there 

He used some sturdy cuttings 

He brought them from his home 

Such variety, you’ll not find any where 

 

We also have a wood shed 

We constructed in the yard 

With volunteers, we certainly have those 

It’s amazing 

Just how much we’ve done 

And how this club just simply grows and grows 

 

Neil Guthrie 

25th Anniversary Celebrations 

WOW!! What a great day. Makes me proud to be involved with a club that has members who are 

prepared to dedicate so much of their time to ensure a mile stone in the life of the club is celebrated so 
successfully. 

As I did not make a contribution and as my dedicated reporters have nothing to report, just this once, 
the less said by me the better. 

Congratulations and thankyou to the Organising Committee. 

Congratulations and thankyou to those who did all the work on the Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

Congratulations to the prize winners. 

Quote of the month. 

“He who is of calm and happy nature will hardly feel the pressure of age, but to him who is of an 
opposite disposition youth and age are equally a burden.” PLATO 

Must Fly Woodchip 



13 
 

ALL WORTHWHILE 
It all started a year ago as an idea then a committee was formed and the investigation 
commenced. As part of the committee it was a challenge as we were each given different areas 
to explore by asking questions, checking histories, records, people’s memories, photos, etc,. 
After confirming all the gathered documentation to be a true record which evolved into reams 
of paper it then became the arduous task of condensing it all to make a legible document for 
publication. It didn’t stop there as there were the formalities to organize, the invitations, 
catering, food, drinks, competitions, prizes, gifts, cleaning the club and facilities, setting up the 
display areas etc, all in readiness for the actual day which came and went off as the most 
wonderful success in the clubs twenty five year history. 
This is an experience I have enjoyed immensely as you hear so many stories, learn so much 
about the project, and be part of the appreciation it deserves that makes it “all worthwhile” 
I strongly recommend if you ever get the opportunity to be part of a project with as much 
interest as this one has you will be greatly rewarded. 
 

Eddie C. 

 

Red Cross Fundraiser 

A Big Thank You to all the guys who helped out at the Big Aussie Centenary Red Cross BBQ at 
Bunnings on the 9th August.  The day started very early with Paul turning up first and getting 
the BBQ all set up—he was also one of the last to leave.  Thank you Paul.  I arrived with Ken and 
with Marie from Blacktown Branch Red Cross who was waiting for us; we arranged the BBQ 
tables, then the selling of Red Cross Fund Raising craft, then the information table which was 
taken upstairs to where Lyn the President of Blacktown Branch stood with the donation box.  
During the day more of the club’s members and Red Cross members arrived to help.  A big 
thank you to all, The BBQ cooks cooked over 700 sausages which with the drinks raised 
$2057.00 with $233.00 made with the craft sales, sale of Sarah Lee Muffin cakes only made 
$37.50 and donations of $787.00, total banked by our little local Red Cross Branch was $3115—
we are thrilled. Head office is also thrilled by the $455,000 raised throughout Australia.  They 
hope Bunnings will give them the same chance to raise vital money next year! Thanks to Alison 
from Bunnings who allowed us to raise this terrific amount, and thankyou to all who helped on 
the day. 

Chris Hardy 

Secretary Blacktown Branch Red Cross 

Celebrating 100 Years in Australia 
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Is it hygienic to use a wooden chopping board for my meat? G. Eckersley 

A few years back, after being the cutting surface for millennia, wood was 

banished by health authorities as being unhygienic as Satan's cellulose 

playground for lethal bacteria. Butchers' wooden chopping blocks, worn 

uneven by generations of chop-chopping, were turfed onto the median 

strip like analog TVs when digital telly came in. 

Thank goodness common sense has prevailed and now butchers are allowed to use wooden chopping boards again. 

If you want to use a wooden chopping board, look for a fine-grained board made from hard wood. According to tests 

done by the CSIRO, ''after a short period of time, fewer bacteria have been recovered from these (wooden) boards than 

from identically treated plastic ones''. 

BUT! Treat your wooden board carefully as nicks and grooves will prove a haven for bacteria. Wash your board after it 

touches any sort of raw meat, even if chopping one sort of raw meat then another as this can lead to cross 

contamination. Wash and dry the board thoroughly after use. 

Some chefs I know cover their wooden chopping boards with salt overnight to kill any bugs. 

Paul De belle 

 

A Reminder About Workshop Safety. 

We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wearing at all times; 

 Dust masks 
 Protective glasses 
 Suitable clothing 
 Footware 
 Ear protection 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not doing the right thing. 
REMEMBER.................       It is your body and your limbs......... 
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On Friday night the 8th of August the presentation of the I Love Lalor Park Competition was held 
at Lalor Park Public School.  

When we arrived, there were already a few people there, including: the local MP Michelle 
Rowland, Sandra Ongley (BREED program) and many local community leaders.  

Before the presentation officially began we checked out the entries of the competition. There 
were many great posters, colourful paintings, wonderful stories, interesting poems and 
beautiful artworks, including my own six woodturning items and my mum’s (Leonie) two cross 
stitches that we entered. 

Bob Young and Ken Vodden arrived soon after and sat with us, in the front row because they 
were presenting a shield, which they had made for the winning school entries.  

After the community choir sang a couple songs, my division was announced and I was luckily 
enough to win the 2nd and 3rd prizes and straight after my mum’s division was announced and 
she was luckier than me because she took out 1st prize.  

Overall it was a really good night for everyone and I would like to say a big thankyou to the 
organisers (Entente foundation) who provided plenty of hot food and drinks and the sponsors 
for donating the prizes on the night to the winners.  

           Jimmy Singh 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

With local James Singh and some of his 

Woodwork entries for I Love Lalor Park 

This afternoon. Good luck! 

Michelle Rowland MP                     our winning entries 
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Rouse Hill Harvest Festival 

      On Saturday 23rd of August, Eddie, his wife Jill, my Mum Leonie and I arrived at the Rouse Hill 
Anglican College around 8:30am. There were already many people there setting up their stalls and 
rides. It was a nice big school. Our stall was inside in the auditorium which was upstairs. Dave was 
there already waiting for us, as usual. The Auditorium was so nice and modern. There were other 
stalls already set up which included: Cards, jewellery, toys, clothes, candles, decorated cakes as well 
as paintings on display and a silent auction. 

      After we set up we had lots of people coming to have a look and asking questions about our 
work and how we made them. Most of these were the students from the school who were doing 
woodwork for their HSC. They were very interested in our acrylic items and wanted to know where 
they could buy some acrylics so they could make them as well. Even Michelle Rowland our local MP 
dropped by with her daughter to have a quick look and say Hello to us. 

         Lunch time came so I decided to go outside to see what I could buy to eat. I was surprised, 
there was so much to choose from including: Sausage sizzle, burgers, pizzas, corn on the cob, chips 
on sticks, fairy floss, lollies and lots more. There were also heaps of rides including: The dodgem 
cars, slides, Ferris wheel, rocket ship, laughing clowns, jumping castle, pony rides, a reptile show 
and a rock climbing wall. There were also kids dancing, singing and doing karate. You could even get 
your face painted, do cooking lessons, and learn some arts and craft. Everyone was happy because 
there were so many things to keep them entertained during the day. 

       After lunch we made a few more sales and had many more people come to see what we did. 
They were all very impressed with our items. Dave was kept busy all day handing out spinning tops 
to the many kids who came over to have a look at our stall. His banana stands were a big hit with 
the parents so we made a bit for our charity which was good.  

      A small storm came over just as the day was ending. By the time we packed up it was raining. 
But it didn’t spoil the day because we had a great time with our friends and we all made a bit of 
money which was good. Hopefully we can do it all again next year.      

Jimmy Singh 
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CANBERRA CRAFT AND QUILT SHOW 20—24th AUG 2014 

         This one got sprung on us. With about 2 months notice and then other negotiations going 
on, we were not really sure what the conditions were when we got there.  

          We all agreed to leave Sydney around 8.30 to 9 Wednesday morning so that we would 
arrive at Canberra exhibition halls around mid-day which all worked well. Paul, as always was 
there first and had our position, just in front of the main roller doors to the hall, easy for 
unloading. The setting up was more difficult, because everybody wanted to use the roller doors 
so all we could do was hang around, until mid afternoon when most of the other exhibitors had 
finished unloading. We then spread the tables out as we wanted and set up most of our stuff. 

          Thursday morning approximately 9 o'clock we arrived at the hall, a little adjustment 
around the place but all was fine to go. When 10 o'clock came, not a great deal of action, 10.30 
to 11 the people started to arrive and it never seem to let up until possibly 2.30. The members 
present were busy with their own gear and our two great ladies present looked after the charity 
table with help from the others. Paul and I looked after the turning side of things. It was a good, 
busy day for all and was wondering if we had enough gear to go the four days. 

            Friday and Saturday were the same as Thursday and stocks were getting low. On the 
Sunday there was constant traffic but nothing like the previous days. 

             Canberra is the third major city we cover now and the third major show Western Sydney 
Woodturners do on their own, with no help from anyone. What other club would love to be in 
this position. We have to make sure we support each other at these events and support 
Expertise Events for giving us the opportunity to exhibit at these events. Yes, it does come at a 
cost, to the club and members who attend, but quite reasonable I think. 

               I have been to all three shows now and I sincerely believe that the Canberra Show is 
the most friendly and inviting show. The number of people who welcomed us there and were 
pleased to see us for more than one reason was too numerous to mention. It is four hours drive 
from Sydney and the expenses are quite high but it’s what you can do for your club, not what 
the club can do for you.             

Ken Vodden 
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CRACKER NIGHT 

When I was young about nine years 

My life was free of fears and tears 

It seems my childhood was lots of fun 

And sleep was easy when day was done 

And every year in a paddock nearby 

We’d build a bonfire three boys high 

 

We had fireworks on Empire Day 

And I’d buy crackers with my paper run pay 

We’d build a dummy for the top of the pole 

With really old clothes that were full of holes 

And if we could find an old rubber tyre 

We would add it to the heat of our beautiful fire 

 

Cracker night came in winter back then 

It’s sad that it can’t come again 

There were Tom Thumbs and Bangers 

And really loud Klangers 

And Katherine Wheels that spun on the wall 

And some one would bring a rag fire ball 

 

Many memories reside in our mind 

Thoughts of every type and kind 

Some are as happy as those sweet days 

Luckily a nice one always stays 

And bonfire memories last as long as you 

So tell your grand kids what you used to do 

Neil Guthrie 

http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fireworks&sa=U&ei=4aHwU_LnEY__oQS30oDoAw&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNHbw7J8ln_pWEFiHTuPpH7V1OP1kQ
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://blog.grandchancellorhotels.com/hobart/new-years-eve-in-hobart/&sa=U&ei=4aHwU_LnEY__oQS30oDoAw&ved=0CB4Q9QEwBA&usg=AFQjCNHGys5qK7sZdcJ6zTnMPsXwdaI4oA
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://megahdwall.com/high-resolution-wallpaper/fireworks-pnatureography-and-nature-hd-arena-992363.html&sa=U&ei=4aHwU_LnEY__oQS30oDoAw&ved=0CDQQ9QEwDw&usg=AFQjCNHEK73aFL7x5ptezLwrU4aurjUBrQ
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.patheos.com/blogs/slacktivist/the-bonfire/&sa=U&ei=MqLwU93kIMPtoAS68YG4Cw&ved=0CBgQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF7jcuzYggKeS-4G_zGKBletgJ93Q
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://crackernight.com/&sa=U&ei=bqLwU43XKtLyoASYiIGICA&ved=0CBwQ9QEwAw&usg=AFQjCNHaWJNwf-nSg6pxduCTCXlBGkXUFg
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://thefurryfighter.blogspot.com/2008_01_01_archive.html&sa=U&ei=qKLwU8nsE43soAT8uIKgBA&ved=0CBYQ9QEwAA&usg=AFQjCNGpNhdnA-TsmKPELa618AaHxOQkLg
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEG_XDcqUdo&sa=U&ei=qKLwU8nsE43soAT8uIKgBA&ved=0CBoQ9QEwAg&usg=AFQjCNGGduVRqyEDeqBRN1IdtbU18E9MWA
http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://asampler.wordpress.com/2011/06/13/the-way-we-were-a-70s-cracker-night/&sa=U&ei=DqPwU7HBFMegogSEmYDYBg&ved=0CDoQ9QEwEg&usg=AFQjCNET9IFDg3XT4TX9n_Z_7ukTfzYmCQ
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Jack Butler: demonstration 

Thin turned simple goblets  
Using a light to determine wall thickness 

Vacuum chucking 
And the use of homemade chucks etc for use on the lathe 

Members are invited to bring along for discussion their homemade accessories, 
particularly those used for re-chucking of faceplate work 

challenge themes for show/tell 
goblets 

bottle stoppers 
racks/stands for bottles or stoppers 

10am Sunday 21st September. 

 

 

Dick Turner: from the Blue Mountains  

'wood' 

properties & identification 

members are invited to bring along items/timber samples for identification 

(more information coming soon) 

challenge themes for show/tell 

items utilizing multiple timbers 

10am Sunday 19th October. 
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